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In September 2017 the International Association of Workforce Professionals Board of Directors made 

change to the association’s membership categories.  Here are answers to some of the most common 

questions we are getting!   

 

What are the new membership categories? 

 Workforce Professional – any person interested in learning more about and promoting the 

workforce development profession. 

 Senior Workforce Professional – any person interested in learning more about and promoting 

the workforce development profession who has at least 25 years of membership in the 

association and/or is at least 62 years of age. 

 Emeritus Workforce Professional – any person interested in learning more about and promoting 

the workforce development profession who is at least 80 years of age. 

 

Why this change?  And in particular, why no longer have a retiree category? 

As we look at other workforce development associations, we want our categories to have a similar tone.  

Having a retiree category makes it appear to potential members, our focus is on the past, not the future.  

In addition, many of our members are working longer in life.  By creating a Senior Workforce 

Professional category, we can provide thanks to those who are still in the workforce as well as to those 

who are retired. 

 

What about Life Membership? 

It is still here!  The Board did approve an adjustment to the criteria.  With the exception of International 

Presidents, in order to be eligible for a life membership, a person must be an active member for at least 

25 years. 

 

What about Introductory Membership? 

This category no longer exists and may no longer be used by chapters. 

 

I heard there are new affiliate categories.  What does that mean? 

An affiliate membership provides the opportunity for a country or non-governmental organization to 

partner with IAWP.  Affiliates do not have any of the rights of an individual member, including voting, 

making motions, or serving in an elected capacity.  They do receive a package of benefits, which is 

currently in development by the Executive Director.  These categories may only be used by International 

(chapters may not use these!). 

 

Does this mean the end of international membership? 

We hope not!  We hope this will engage more countries to be a part of IAWP.  Individuals from any 

country are always welcome to become a Workforce Professional or Senior Workforce Professional as 

well. 
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I currently belong to more than one chapter, is that still okay? 

You may participate in more than one chapter, however, you may only have right and privileges of 

membership (including voting) in one chapter.  You may choose which chapter you wish to make your 

primary chapter. 

 

Do I have to join International or can I only join my chapter? 

In order to be a member of IAWP, you MUST be a member of International however, you may choose to 

not be affiliated with a chapter.   

 

When do these new categories take effect? 

We are going to start using the new titles now in publications and as we talk and interact.  You will not 

see the new categories appear on our website and on the online membership application until we 

implement new association management software later this year or early in 2018. 

 

Can my chapter start using the new titles for membership applications? 

YES, please start updating your chapter material and using the new categories. 

 

Does my chapter have to change the membership categories? 

Yes.  All chapters need to be in alignment with International.  

 

 

 


